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acquitted as not accessory by the same jury, it being per medutatem liiujua^ according to the privilege of strangers. I carried the King the news the first of this, who was not displeased to hear that it had passed in this manner. The party of the Duke of Monmouth, who all appeared to countenance the prosecution, were extremely concerned that the Count did escape.
March 2. I told my Lord Halifax that, the better to secure the government of York, 1 wan willing to purchase the present possession of the government, if my Lord Frescheville would quit it for a reasonable rate, which it was not unlikely he would do, considering his age and infirmity. His lordship told me he thought it not so prudent to venture to give money upon it, considering my Lord Freschevi lie's age; but if I desired it he would speak to the King, ami obtain leave to treat with him about it. The same, night his lordship carried me to his Majesty in the bedchamber, there being no person, present but we three.. His Majesty told me I had leave to buy the present possession of that command, if Fresche-ville and I could agree on the price ; but he advised me against it, saying it was impossible his lordship could live two months, being burnt down to the -socket (as liin Majesty termed it) or quite* wasted ; but that he left it to my own choice, assuring me of this, that if I survived him I should certainly succeed him iu that command ; that neither Sir Thomas Blingsby nor others should deprive me of it, though the Duke himself should intercede for them; and that I should have the first independent company that fell, though such a vacancy .should fall out before the government. My Lord Halifax told the King that he should be glad to see me actually in some place of credit in Inn service, for that nobody deserved it more or was better able to serve his Majesty than myself. The King replied that he knew it. All I said was, that though 1 could not pretend to merit the character hi,s